My name is Alan Bruce. I am a professor of sociology and director of the criminal justice
program at Quinnipiac Univessity in Hamden, CT, and a resident of West Hartford, CT. I wuite in
strong suppott of HB 5221: A “Second Look” at Lengthy Prison Sentences Imposed on Children”

and urge that it be passed into law.

Connecticut has made significant progtess in its treatment of juvenile offenders in recent
yeats, perhaps most éigniﬁcantly through 2007 legislation to raise the age at which individuals are
eligible to be i)rocesscd through the juvenile justice system from 16 to 18 years. Passage of HB 5221
is consistent with rationale implicit in the decision to taise the age in the juvenile justice system.

HB 5221 calls for creation of the oppottunity to review lengthy sentences given to
individuals for critnes cotﬁmitted when they were juvenﬂés. Widely accepted empitical evidence
indicates brain maturity does not occur until early adulthood and juveniles are highly susceptible to
peer influence; engage in impulsive behavicﬁ; and are unable to fuily undetstand the implications of
their actions. As brain development occurs, individuals gain greater control over their behavior; are
less susceptible to peet pressure; and more capable of understanding the imp]icaﬁons of their
behavior. HB 5221 asks that the accepted scientific evidénce on brain development be translated ‘
into responsible legislation by creating the oppoﬂ:‘unity for individuals who committed critnes as
juveniles, and so befote full brain development, to be given the opportunity to have their sentences
teviewed with the possibility of parole for those judged suitable. Given that we recognize individuals
are less responsible for their behavior ptior to age 18 we should not sentence these individuals as if
they are fully developed adults. -

‘ Passage of HB 5221 would also be consistent with US Supreme Court tlatio.nale in Miller v.
Alabama (2012), in which the coutt established that mandatoty life without parole sentences for
juveniles ate unconstitutional, in part, because juveniles ate less responsible for theit behaviot than
adults. '

It is. time for Connecticut to further deniorilsttate its recogniﬁon of the “mitigating qualities
of youth” evident in the decision to raise the age of jutisdiction in the juvenile justice system by
passing HB 5221 and give the opportunity for individuals setving lengthy sentences for crimes

committed when they wete juveniles to have their sentences reviewed.




